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Welcome to the February, 2007 Journey Through Hallowed Ground Partnership 
newsletter. In like a lion! March's calendar has Main Street meetings, Corridor 
Management Plan meetings, Education committee meetings, and an invitation for you to 
attend our truly outstanding Annual Meeting. Out like a lamb? Not likely. Read on to 
see how we kept ourselves busy through the icy February, and take a glimpse at what's 
in store for our partners.

Our goal is to encourage everyone to Take the JourneyTM  and to experience Where America HappenedTM –and continues
to happen every day. Please remember to check our website: http://www.hallowedground.org/ for additional information. 
We hope you will also encourage others to do the same.

In the News

JTHG April 25th and 26thAnnual Conference Registration Opens Monday

The Journey Through Hallowed Ground Partnership's Annual Conference is on 
the horizon! We are very pleased to be joined this year by Congressman Frank 
Wolf, John Nau, Chairman of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, 
and other significant national and regional leaders. Enormous thanks to the 
Town of Leesburg, a JTHG Partner, which has voted to be the lead sponsor of the 
Annual Meeting. And what a meeting it will be! We promise a two-day session 
which will be as informative as it will be an occasion to celebrate the many 
achievements each supporter has made to bring the natural, cultural and historic 
resources of this region to national significance. Please know that seating will 
be limited and we encourage you to register early. You can register online 
beginning March 5, and visit our website to find conference agendas and 

updates. 

Second Annual National Park Service Superintendents Summit Held

On February 22nd the JTHG Partnership held our second Annual National Park Service meeting at Manassas Battlefield 
National Park. We are indebted by the leadership of the Superintendents and we are inspired by their vision. The topics 
discussed included: African American heritage research and interpretation, means by which the JTHG Partnership can 
increase park visitation, means by which the JTHG Partnership might conduct visitor surveys, and the plans for the JTHG 
GPS based tours. Our thanks to Superintendent Bob Sutton for hosting the meeting again this year! 

New Images Added to JTHG Photography Exhibit

On February 27th, the Journey Through Hallowed Ground, in partnership with the Downtown Frederick Partnership,hosted a 
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reception and information session at the Weinberg Center for the Arts in Frederick, MD. The highlight of the reception was 
the unveiling of two new photographs by National Geographic photographer Kenneth Garrett,commissioned by the JTHG 
Partnership.The first image is of a Native American fish weir on the Potomac river in Brunswick, MD. The second is of a 
French and Indian War reenactor at Fort Frederick. We wish to thank the Weinberg Center for extending the length of the 
show and for their inimitable hospitality. Thanks also to each person who attended the reception; we enjoyed visiting with 
long standing supporters and making new friends during this special viewing. 

Update: New Sponsor Joins the JTHG National Heritage Area Act

Congressman John Sarbanes (MD) has signed on to become a sponsor of the Journey Through Hallowed Ground National 
Heritage Area Act (H.R. 319,S. 289). The bill is moving steadily through Congress, and we are pleased with its progress. Any 
updates on the bill's status will first be disseminated through our Action Alerts.

The JTHG Partnership owes a great debt of gratitude to the firm of Akin Gump Strauss Hauer Feld LLP for their expert pro 
bono services. Our thanks to our team of legal eagles, Kathie Brodie and Don Pongrace, for helping The Journey gain the
national recognition that the invaluable heritage of this region merits.

The Partnership Grows

This month we are proud to welcome Cumberland Township in Adams County, PA to the Partnership. Our thanks to Flo 
Ford, Manager of Cumberland Township, for her work toward the adoption of our resolution of support. 

The People Behind the Journey
Spotlight On: O. James Lighthizer, Trustee of the Journey Through Hallowed Ground 

Partnership

What attracted Jim Lighthizer to the Journey Through Hallowed Ground Partnership's 
mission is a shared commitment to a calling to which he has dedicated his life: Public 
Service. Now President of the Civil War Preservation Trust, Jim's career as a public 
servant is one with few comparables. It began in 1979 when he was elected to the 
Maryland State Legislature. Shortly thereafter he was elected County Executive of Anne 
Arundel County, and during this service he established a county farmland protection 
program. Next he agreed to serve for eight years as Maryland's Secretary of 
Transportation. During his tenure he created a national model for the preservation of 
battlefield land through Transportation Enhancement Programs and, in doing so, 
conserved thousands of acres of Civil War battlefields for public use. In 1999
he assumed the position of President of the Civil War Preservation Trust. Under his
leadership, the Civil War Preservation Trust has flourished. Membership has more than 
tripled, and the battlefield acreage under preservation has more than quadrupled. For 
Jim, it is by honoring and sharing the rich cultural heritage in the Journey Through 
Hallowed Ground corridor that we can best serve the citizens of and visitors to this 
region. "The land that encompasses the JTHG is where some of the most significant 
history in our American experience occurred. Our history is who we are. From it we can 
remember and learn." 

How To seek funds for your Capital Campaigns                                                                                  

We've received quite a few inquiries about how to enhance your capital campaigns, and in response our Director of 
Development has compiled a list of funding sources to get you started or help keep you going. The following is a short 
excerpt from that list; anyone who would like to know more is invited to contact Lorinda Laryea, by calling our main office 
or emailing her at lorinda@jthg.org.

1772 Foundation
www.1772Foundation.org
The 1772 Foundation provides ongoing support for restoration projects throughout the United States related to 
farming,industrial development, transportation and unusual historic buildings. 
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Tolson's Chapel

The interior remains largely intact.

Getty Trust (J.P.):Architectural Conservation Grants
www.Getty.edu/grants/conservation
Architectural Conservation Grants support organizations throughout the world in their efforts to preserve buildings or sites 
of outstanding architectural, historical and cultural significance. Other opportunities from the Getty Trust include:
» Campus Heritage Grants Campus Heritage Grants assist colleges and universities in the United States to plan for the 
preservation of of their significant historic buildings, sites and landscapes.

National Trust for Historic Preservation
www.nationaltrust.org
Sponsors a number of programs including: Community Partners Program,Preservation Services Fund, The Johanna Favrot 
Fund for Historic Preservation, and the Cynthia Woods Mitchell Fund for Historic Interiors. Other opportunities from the 
NTHP include:
» Restore America Grant Programs HGTV's Restore America is a partnership between the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation and Home & Garden Television (HGTV). Since 2003, HGTV's Restore America has provided 36 grants to 
projects across America that highlight the work of preservation. HGTV has told the stories of these historic places through 
on-air and on-line content. www.nationaltrust.org/restore_america/index.html

Tourism Cares for Tomorrow
www.tourismcares.org/Worldwide_Grant_Program.aspx
As part of its mission, TCF distributes charitable grants to worthy non-profit organizations worldwide. Grants are typically 
in the range of $5,000 to $20,000. One of their funding priorities is to protect, restore and conserve sites of exceptional 
natural, cultural or historic significance.

Partner Profile: Tolson's Chapel

As part of our mission to raise awareness of the historic resources within the JTHG region, we are pleased to bring you 
our Partner Profiles. This space will be dedicated to introducing people to lesser known historic sites, and sites that need 
support from the public to sustain their operations. 

Tolson's Chapel was built by the African American community of Sharpsburg, 
Maryland in 1866, four years after the Battle of Antietam. Two years later in 1868, the 
chapel became home to a Freedman Bureau's school, and the building served as the 
only school for local African American children until 1898. The church remained a 
center of African American life in Sharpsburg, but as economic opportunities 
dwindled in the region, most African American in Sharpsburg moved away to larger 
urban areas. By the 1970's Tolson's was only used for annual homecoming services, 
and when the last member passed away in the mid-1990's, the church was 
deconsecrated by the local Methodist conference. The building and adjacent cemetery 
were donated to the Save Historic Antietam Foundation (SHAF) in 2002, and SHAF, 
the Catoctin Center for Regional Studies, and a corps of volunteers known as the 
Friends of Tolson's Chapel are leading the effort to stabilize the structure and restore 
the church to its 19thcentury appearance. 

While the exterior of the building has suffered over the years, the interior of the building 
remains remarkably close to its original state. The Friends of Tolson's Chapel have just 
completed an emergency stabilization phase of their preservation project, and are about to 
embark on the exterior preservation phase, taking the structure back to its original log and 
board and batten construction.When completed, the organization hopes the building will 
serve as an educational and interpretive center with programs to highlight post-Civil War 
African American history. "The church and school stand as powerful symbols of what many 
felt the war was about: freedom for the 4 million enslaved before the war," says Dean 
Herrin, Project Manager for the Friends of Tolson's Chapel and NPS Coordinator for the 
Catoctin Center for Regional Studies.

The Friends of Tolson's Chapel are seeking funds to help establish a permanent maintenance fund for the chapel. They are 
also in need of technical assistance in producing video and web materials to publicize the restoration effort. 
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The FOTC has also undertaken a research project to compile a context report on existing Freedman's Bureau schools in the 
United States. If anyone has information on extant Freeman's Bureau schools, please contact Dean Herrin.

To Support: Inquires and donations can be mailed to: Friends of Tolson's Chapel, P.O. Box162, Sharpsburg, MD, 21782.

Join the Partnership

Want to know how you can get involved? Visit our website, www.hallowedground.org or call our main offices 
(540.882.4929) to find out how to become a volunteer, underwrite a project, or become a Partner. You can also make a 
contribution through our website. You can also stay abreast of new developments with our Action Alerts.

Enjoy The Journey! Get out and have some fun! 

Upcoming Spotlight Events

Frederick County, MD

Annual Maple Sugar Festival

Join park staff for live demonstrations of Maple Sugaring from sap to syrup. Bring the family for a 
pancake breakfast.Live music and children's activities will also be available. The event is sponsored 
by the Friends of Cunningham Falls and Gambrill State Parks,Inc. Handicapped accessible. 

March10, 11, 17 & 18

Cunningham Falls 
Houck Area
14039 Catoctin 
Hollow Rd., 
Thurmont, MD

For More Information:
Tel: (301) 271-7574

Or visit their website

Frederick County, MD

An Evening With Eartha Kitt

On March 10th, in conjunction with the Tivoli Society's Annual Gala, the Weinberg Center for 
the Arts is presenting a very special performance by Eartha Kitt. The Gala includes a elegant 
dinner and a private, post-performance reception with Ms. Kitt. One of only a handful of 
performers to have been nominated for Tony (three times), Emmy (twice) and Grammy Awards, 
Ms. Kitt's distinctive voice has enthralled fans of all ages for more than 50 years. Tickets for the 
performance and the Gala are sold separately. 

 

March 10
8 pm

Weinberg Center for the 
Arts
20 W. Patrick Street, 
Frederick, MD

For Tickets:
Tel: (301) 228-2828

www.weinbergcenter.org

  

Prince William County, VA

Book Signing by Author

As part of their observance of Women's History Month,the Manassas Museum will be hosting 
a free presentation and book signing by editor Patrick Minges of "Far More Terrible for 
Women", a book that grew out of nearly 2,500 interviews with former slaves. The book is the 
result of a program during the 1930's when the Works Progress Administration employed 
writers in a project to preserve the oral histories of former slaves in nearly 20 states. 

March4th
2 pm

The Manassas Museum 
9101 Prince William Street
Manassas, VA

For more information,
contact: 

Tel:(703) 368-1873
www.manassasmuseum.org
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Orange County, VA

Grand Opening of Visitors Center at Montpelier & James Madison 256thBirthday 
Celebration

Witness this poignant commemorative ceremony with the United States Marine Corps recognizing 
James Madison by laying a wreath on his grave at the Madison Family Cemetery. Then, join 
dignitaries for the gala Grand Opening of the brand new Visitor Center and duPont Gallery. The new 
building includes a Museum Shops, treasures of Madison Exhibit, the Louise and Alan Potter 
Theater, The Montpelier Café, the Marion duPont Scott Reed Room, and the duPont Grand Salon.
Free admission all day. 

March 16th 
1 pm

Montpelier

For more information, 
contact:
Tel: (540) 672- 2728

www.montpelier.org

Northern Virginia

Casting Call for No. Va. Community College Film

For this half-hour, made-for-local-cable docudrama, the NVCC is in need of reenactors 
and actors of all ages.Especially: re-enactment soldiers and officers of all ages with 
blue and/or gray uniforms, ladies of all ages with period dress preferred but not 
necessary, and living historians. The NVCC is also looking for male and female leads. 
No pay, but screen credit and a copy of the movie provided.

Head shots to: Steven Fischer, 
Producer, NVCC-TV, NVCC, 8333 
Little River Turnpike, Bldg CT-331, 
Annandale, VA 22003

Email: sfischer@nvcc.edu

Contact:
Tel: (703) 323-3245

Do you have a special event you'd like to announce? 
Please email us at jthg-office@jthg.org

If you would like to unsubscribe, please email: jthg-office@jthg.org
The Journey Through Hallowed Ground
PO Box 77, Waterford, VA 20197
540.882.4929, Fax: 540.882.4927
http://www.hallowedground.org/

The Journey Through Hallowed Ground Partnership is a501-c3 public-private partnership dedicated to raising national 
awareness of the heritage and cultural resources along the US Route 15 corridor, often referred to as the Old Carolina Road, 
from Gettysburg, PA to Monticello, VA. This 175-mile historic corridor is 'Where America Happened'- a corridor that holds 
more American history than any other swath of land in the United States. 
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